INTRODUCTION
The worldwide connection of privately and professionally used computers via the Internet can be considered as one of today's greatest innovations in the field of mass communication. At this time, about 20 to 40 million people all over the world have access to the Internet, and the number is rapidly increasing (The Internet Society, 1995 
Survey Results
Based on all 1,713 questionnaires, Figure 5 shows the frequency of responses on major problems of the next decade. The most frequently named global problem was environmental destruction (52%). Asian respondents were most concerned about environmental destruction (72%), whereas African participants seemed to be worried least (35%).
Violence and unemployment were named second most frequently, each category being mentioned by 45% of the sample. Persons who did not specify a profession were especially worried about these problems (violence 64%, unemployment, 73%). Stratified by geography, Europeans (60%) especially regarded unemployment a major problem.
Forty percent of the sample considered overpopulation an important problem. Maximum concern was found in African citizens (61 %). Inhabitants of former communist countries showed minimum concern (10%). Twenty-nine percent of the study population mentioned ethics and religion as possible solutions. People older than 40 years of age (36%) put slightly more weight on that issue than younger ones (22%).
About 20% proposed computer technology and engineering. In both categories, inhabitants of former Eastern bloc countries were overrepresented (45%, 23%). Computers were also favored strongly by persons below 20 years of age (43%).
A total of 16%, especially Europeans (21 %), placed confidence in atomic fusion. Nuclear power plants were named by only 6% of the respondents but by 20% of Eastern Europeans.
Fourteen percent expected genetics to solve global problems. Women put less trust in this science (7%). Slightly more than 10% of the sample mentioned agriculture and new medical therapies. Other solutions were mentioned less frequently (< 10%) and are not further described. Post-hoc created and therefore underrepresented categories are &dquo;political and social reforms,&dquo; &dquo;birth control,&dquo; &dquo;economy,&dquo; and &dquo;others.&dquo; Table 2 summarizes the answers to the final three survey questions. To assess the predictive power of Internet surveys, we asked the sample whether they believe that the international pressure would suffice to prevent French nuclear testing. Data collection was closed 1 week before the French conducted nuclear tests on the Mururoa Atoll. Twenty-six percent believed that international pressure could suffice to prevent the testing. Sixty-three percent answered &dquo;no,&dquo; 11 % did not answer the question.
Another question asked whether participants of Internet surveys would have been equally willing to respond to a telephone interview. Forty-one percent answered no to this question, 8% did not answer it.
To assess the degree of personal interest in the survey at large, people were asked whether the results of the survey should be mailed to them. Seventy-seven percent were interested in the results.
All results about future problems and their solutions were separately computed for persons who gave a correct prediction regarding the French nuclear testing or who showed interest in the study results. There were no significant differences in any category. (Dillman, 1978; Frey, 1985) . We assume that this might be related to a general reluctance of Internet users toward nontraditional (i.e., scientific, entertainment, and communication-related) manners of using the system. There is a strong sensitivity for attempts to change the basic character of the net, especially in terms of commercialization and also of censorship. 
